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Introduction 

Our vision is to ensure that every child has the opportunity to gain an understanding of the 
value of music and develop their own self-expression and aid their wellbeing. At Gloucester 
Road Nursery and Primary School, we believe that music is an integral part of the school’s 
life. In weekly Music lessons, all pupils have exciting opportunities to listen, appraise, create 
and perform pieces of music, as well as, to obtain skills necessary to play musical 
instruments. 

 

 

Accountability 

This policy outlines the learning, teaching, organisation and management of Music at Gloucester Road 
Nursery and Primary School  

The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all teaching staff. The responsibility for 

monitoring and review rests with the Music subject leader.  

 

The role of the Music leader is to: 

 

➢ Support colleagues in teaching the subject content and developing their skills in planning, teaching 
and assessing Music 

➢ Update and oversee the audit of resources needed to deliver the curriculum. 
➢ Monitor progression and evaluate the impact of the learning and teaching of Music 
➢ Review regularly the curriculum content and pedagogy 
➢ Keep up to date with developments in the teaching and assessment of Music 

 

 
 

 

School Vision 

“I can do it!” 

At Gloucester Road Nursery & Primary School we: 

• Love learning, ourselves and each other. 

• Are confident, have a sense of responsibility and respect for all people. 

• Embrace families and the community. 

• Believe everyone deserves equitable opportunities. 

 



AIMS AND INTENT 

 

At Gloucester Road Primary School, we feel that music is essential in ensuring a full, rounded 
and inspirational curriculum for our children. We are committed to providing musical 
opportunities and development for every pupil irrespective of age, gender, race or religious 
beliefs. Music is invaluable as a means of developing communication skills, positive social 
interaction and collaborative working. It enables children to listen and respond imaginatively, 
encouraging self-confidence. Through our music curriculum we aim:  

1) to develop life-long awareness, enjoyment and appreciation of music, whatever the 
learner’s ability.  

2) to encourage a use of a variety of instruments to explore ideas and moods.  

3) to allow pupils to work individually and in groups sharing ideas with others.  

4) to develop evaluation skills through children’s own work and that of others.  

5) to involve children in cultural and historical opportunities.  

6) in line with our teaching and learning policy, to provide an environment which enables 
children to reach their true potential within and through music  

Throughout everything we do at Gloucester Road Nursery and Primary School, we endeavour to 
promote and embed our three core values: Relationships, Ambition and Responsibility. Through the 
lens of Music, this is embodied in the following ways:  

 

Relationships 

We often work collaboratively within our music. Whether this be to conduct a song or to play 
in a band. Music respects and builds relationships through sharing ideas and opinions on what 
they have heard, what they like and what they dislike. Children learn to sing together and will 
often perform as a group. For example , we have a samba band which promotes relationship 
building and children also become part of a choir that perform at Young Voices in 
Birmingham.
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Ambition 

Music at Gloucester Road Nursery and Primary School gives every child the opportunity to 
experience enjoyment through a variety of musical activities and to respond to musical 
emotions. We aim to develop a child’s understanding of music through these activities, we 
help children of all abilities develop positive attitudes and to experience success and 
satisfaction in music. We develop social skills through co-operation with others in the 
shared experience of music making. Developing an understanding of musical traditions and 
enhance performance skills by learning and performing music in a variety of cultures. We 
give children the opportunity to perform music both vocally and with instruments and 
encourage the children to explore a wide range of sounds, We aim to develop a child’s 
appreciation of the richness of our musical heritage and provide an array of performance 
opportunities so children can feel part of a community. 

  

Responsibility 

We encourage responsibility through music by encouraging children to learn and play 
musical instruments and perform parts within an ensemble. Children are given the 
responsibility to learn certain parts or whole songs and then perform these within the 
school and the community. If children choose to have individual lessons then they become 
responsible for their own musical instrument, looking after all equipment and putting in the 
time to rehearse.  

 

By carefully designing our Music curriculum to reflect our vision and values, we offer a bespoke 
provision that meets the diverse needs of all our learners. The Music progression of skills, knowledge 
and vocabulary document outlines this in more detail. 
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IMPLEMENTATION: TEACHING AND LEARNING 

 

Strategies for the Teaching of Music  

Teaching and learning in Music will be in line with the school's Teaching and Learning  

Policy, in which a range of teaching and learning strategies are outlined to meet the needs of all 

children. 

 

EYFS 

The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is based on six areas of learning aiming to 
promote all aspects of a child’s development. Music comes under the ‘Expressive Arts and 
Design’ area of learning within ‘Exploring and Using Media and Materials’ and ‘Being 
Imaginative’. The EYFS curriculum starts from birth and children progress though each stage 
of development aiming to achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of their Reception 
year. EYFS lessons are taught using the “Music Development Matters in EYFS” guidance. 
  
Exploring and Using Media and Materials 
  
Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. 
They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and function. 
  
Being Imaginative 
  
Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about 
uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and 
technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories. 
  
During the Early Years Foundation Stage, children explore, experiment, practise, repeat and 
consolidate musical ideas and skills through singing, playing and movement; they have access 
to instruments appropriate to their age. Music by its very nature will develop skills and 
competencies in other areas of learning. 
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KS1 

  
Pupils should be taught to: 
  
Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 
  
Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 
music. 
  
Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 
 

KS2 

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. 
They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating 
ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 
  
Pupils should be taught to: 
  
Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 
  
Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music 
  
Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory use and 
understand staff and other musical notations 
  
Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and musicians develop an understanding of 
the history of music. 
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Meeting the needs of all learners 

Within Music we create an inclusive environment, ensuring all children can access all areas 

of the Music curriculum. We are adaptive to needs of noise sensitivity and will ensure each 

child’s individual needs are catered for. We seek any bursary opportunities to ensure all 

children can access music and the learning of an instrument regardless of their family 

background and financial needs.  

 

 

IMPACT: ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING 

 

Assessment  

Key assessment questions linked to the progression of skills, knowledge and vocabulary will be 

identified in each class’s half termly project maps. Assessment tasks will be designed by class 

teachers so that children can demonstrate their learning in a variety of ways (e.g. written task, oracy 

focus, practical task). 

 

The class teacher will: 

• Assess throughout each lesson to set and support in next steps in learning. 

• Assess how children demonstrate their learning against the key questions in the assessment 

tasks to ascertain children’s attainment and progress levels and the impact that has been made 

on their learning. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation  

The subject leader will monitor teaching and learning by conducting learning walks, book looks and 

pupil interviews to talk about learning. Through scrutiny of work and asking a range of children the 

key assessment questions on each project map, the subject leader will ensure that the intended 

outcomes have been achieved. The subject leader will meet with the DHT to monitor this according 

to the school’s monitoring schedule. 


