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Music Development Plan Summary: 
Gloucester Road Primary School 

At Gloucester Road Primary School, music is a way for children to express their 

emotions enjoyably and creatively. It plays an important role in personal development 

and at Gloucester Road Primary School we aim to provide opportunities for all children 

to create, play, perform, listen, analyse and enjoy music across a wide range of 

periods, genres and styles. We are committed to ensuring children understand the 

value and importance of music in the wider community and aim to provide opportunities 

for children to use their musical skills, knowledge and experiences to involve 

themselves in music, in a variety of different contexts.  

The objectives of teaching music at Gloucester Road Primary School are:  

• Children are given the opportunity to perform, listen to, review and evaluate their own 

and others music across a range of periods, genres and styles.  

• Children are given the opportunity to explore musical terms and notations.  

• Children are given the opportunity to sing and use their voices to express 

themselves, create and compose music.  

• Children are given the opportunity to learn a music instrument to enable them to 

create and compose music with these instruments.  

• Children are given the opportunity to understand how music is created and produced. 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025 

Date this summary was published Oct 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed Oct 2025 

Name of the school music lead Laura Brookes 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

 

Name of local music hub  The Music Works 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Gloucestershire Music Hub 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 
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what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Teachers deliver music following the Kapow programme, designed specifically for the 

teaching of music in primary schools. Kapow lessons are planned in sequences to 

provide children with the opportunities to review, remember, deepen and apply their 

understanding. Kapow Primary’s Music scheme has been designed as a spiral 

curriculum with the following key principles in mind: ✓ Cyclical: Pupils return to the 

same skills and knowledge again and again during their time in primary school. ✓ 

Increasing depth: Each time a skill or area of knowledge is revisited it is covered with 

greater depth. ✓ Prior knowledge: Upon returning to a skill, prior knowledge is utilised 

so pupils can build upon previous foundations, rather than starting again. Kapow meets 

all components of the Model Music Curriculum, including musical technology units. 

Teachers are able to produce inclusive lessons for all children to access the musical 

curriculum in a fun and engaging way, further promoting a love of learning. Throughout 

their primary music curriculum journey, children will learn how to play glockenspiels, 

within our music scheme, along with a range of percussion instruments. Playing 

various instruments enables children to use a range of methods to create notes, as 

well as how to read basic music notation and graphic notation. Music CPD Music leads 

have CPD opportunities through the year, generally provided through the music hub 

often based around the needs of staff. CPD is also offered through the Kapow 

Scheme. Any new information and changes can then be fed back to all staff. 

Gloucester Road Primary School has a knowledgeable and skilled music teacher who 

teaches whole class ensemble. Year 3 learn how to play the ukulele, Year 4 learn the 

guitar and then year 6 learn how to play the samba drums. Along with our year 6 

children, our music teacher will also compose and produce a year 6 leavers song as 

part of the curriculum offer.   

 

Music in EYFS - We teach music in Foundation Stage as an integral part of the topic 

work covered during the year and as part of the specific area, Expressive Arts: Being 

Imaginative, identified in the Foundation Stage Framework (2014). We relate the 

musical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning 

Goals (ELGs). Music contributes to a child’s personal and social development. 
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‘Counting Songs’ foster a child’s mathematical ability and songs from different cultures 

increase a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world. 

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

Gloucester Road offers a range of peripatetic lessons, including guitar, piano and 

violin.   

We have a choir who perform at the Young Voices production every year. Year 5 have 

been involved in performing at ‘The Big Sing’ – This is where a large number of 

children from different schools perform together, this is hosted by Cheltenham College.  

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Gloucester Road offers a range of peripatetic lessons, including guitar, piano and 

violin.   

Our children take part in weekly singing assemblies. Songs are often based around 

events such as harvest, Christmas, Easter where pupils perform in assemblies and 

during church services. 

Children also have chance to perform in assemblies, at our Christmas concert and end 

of year music show. Our year 2 children carol sing at the local residential care home. 

 Across all key stages, children have a range of opportunities to experience live 

musical theatre performances and a pantomime production that comes to the school.  

We have a range of opportunities for children to enjoy live music. Years 3 and 4 attend 

the Cheltenham Jazz Festival. We also have performers that come into the school from 

local secondary schools. 

The overall provision at Gloucester Road is diverse, valuing all musical styles, genres 

and traditions equally; this is reflected in the clubs and enrichment programme and 

drawing on the skills, talents and interests of staff and local stakeholders through 
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specialist tuition. Parents and carers actively support music making, through support at 

events and through home learning. 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

In the future we would like to provide more opportunities for children to perform the 

instruments that they have learnt. We would like to introduce a Gloucester Road band 

or school orchestra/ ensemble – build uptake of instruments to work towards a school 

orchestra. Attempt a music ensemble paid for by children to be run by a music teacher. 

Musical engagement with feeder secondary schools– look for opportunities to work 

with feeder secondary school for transition.  

Additional funding from hub/charities/fundraising – proactively try to find additional 

funding for music (e.g. PTA; local charities; fundraising in school from performances 

etc.) 

Further information (optional) 

CPD - We value the importance of quality first teaching and recognise the need for 

teachers to have a strong subject knowledge in music. Ongoing CPD is provided to 

teachers in the form of teacher videos for each music unit throughout the scheme. 

Classes who receive whole class instrumental tuition will be taught by an experienced 

and talented specialist music teacher.  

Staff are able to access training via National College Online. 

 


