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Colours and Shapes: Sorting and Matching 
Children in the Foundation Stage learn best and most effectively when they are given the opportunity to explore, investigate and learn about things that interest 
them. At Gloucester Road Primary School we plan our EYFS curriculum to promote learning, development and safety of our children. The learning will be closely 
linked to key texts or experiences but planned activities and themes are subject to changes based upon the interests of your children.  

Core Texts Hooks and Experiences  Role-play Investigation Station 

 

 
 

 

Super Starter 
Colour hunt and shape walk around 

nursery. Looking at the world around 
us and noticing the natural colours 

and shapes in the environment.  
Marvellous Middle 

Rainbow colour mix, explore light 
and dark colours and how to make 

new colours. Mixing and colour 
bear/shape sorting stations.  

Fabulous Finish  
Collaborative rainbow mural and 
shape finding/building.  

Children role play mixing colours, 
naming shapes, and matching items. 
feature a Colour Lab and Shape Shop, 
designed to spark curiosity and 
imaginative play. In the Colour Lab, 
children will explore a variety of colour 
swatches, droppers, and mixing 
palettes, experimenting to create new 
shades. Encouraging descriptive 
vocabulary, such as “lighter”, “darker”. 
Alongside, the Shape Shop will offer 
sorting trays, 2D shape tiles to support 
matching and classification. 
 
  

Children explore colour mixing with 
droppers, sort shapes by properties, 
and match bears by colour and size. 
Use magnifiers, mirrors, and light 
boxes to explore colour and pattern. 
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Characteristics of Effective Learning:  Playing and Exploring – Engagement Active Learning – Motivation Creating and Thinking Critically 

Positive Relationships 
 

Adults model curiosity about colours 
and shapes, encouraging children to 
describe and sort. 

Adults support child-led colour mixing 
and shape matching, praising effort and 
noticing. 

Adults use open-ended questions to 
deepen thinking about patterns, 
sequences, and visual similarities. 

Enabling Environments Adults celebrate children’s 
discoveries and encourage sharing of 
colour and shape finds from home. 

Provocations like “Can you make a 
rainbow?” or “What shape fits here?” 
use real objects and puzzles to spark 
interest. 

Children explore colours and shapes 
using open-ended materials to 
represent patterns, sequences, and 
visual stories. 

  Prime Areas of Learning and Development  

Personal, Social and Emotional  Physical Development  Communication and Language  
Outcome of learning 

Outcome of learning Children will feel confident to 
express preferences and ideas about colours and 
shapes. They will build empathy through shared sorting 
and matching games. 

Outcome of learning 
Children will participate in movement and sorting 
activities that develop coordination and control. They 
will use fine and gross motor skills to explore colour 
and shape through active play. 

Outcome of learning 
Outcome of learning Children will begin to express 
thoughts and questions about colours, shapes, and 
patterns. They will follow instructions and engage in 
conversations supported by adult modelling. 
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Key Skills – Children will learn to: 
• Sort and match with peers, sharing resources 
and ideas 
• Talk with others to solve disagreements in shared 
play spaces  
• Show pride in creative and sorting achievements 
 

Key Skills – Children will learn to: 
• Move confidently in indoor and outdoor spaces, 
negotiating with others during shape-themed 
obstacle courses and colour hunts. 
• Practise fine motor skills through threading, 
sorting, printing, and colour mixing with droppers 
and brushes. 
• Use tools safely and with increasing control, 
including scissors, rollers, and tweezers in creative 
and sorting tasks. 
• Engage in movement activities inspired by 
shapes and colours, such as “circle dancing”, 
“triangle tiptoe”, and “rainbow stretches”. 

Key Skills – Children will learn to: 
Join in with familiar stories and songs about 
colours and shapes  
• Use clear language to describe colours, shapes, 
and patterns  
• Listen and respond to questions about sorting 
and matching 
 

Specific Areas of Learning and Development 

Literacy  Maths  Understanding The World  Expressive Arts and Design  
Outcome of learning 

Children will explore storytelling 
through repetitive texts about colours 
and shapes. They will enjoy books like 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear and How to 
Make a Rainbow, and engage in mark 
making with growing control. 

Outcome of learning 
Children will join in with counting 
songs and activities linked to colours 
and shapes. They will explore sorting, 
matching, and patterning using 
everyday objects and themed 
resources. 

Outcome of learning 
 Children will observe colours in 
nature and compare shapes in their 
environment. They will talk about 
light, reflection, and colour mixing 
through hands-on exploration and 
guided discussion. 

Outcome of learning 
Children will express themselves 
creatively through songs, rhymes, and 
art inspired by colours and shapes. 
They will learn to cut, paint, and join 
materials with increasing skill. 

Key Skills – Children will learn to: 
• Recognise familiar words and signs 
linked to colours and shapes  
• Retell simple stories using colour 
and shape vocabulary  
• Use mark making to label colours, 
shapes, and patterns 

Key Skills – Children will learn to: 
• Count and sort items by colour, 
shape, and size, using visual clues 
and tactile materials. 
• Match and group objects based on 
shared properties, such as colour 
shades or shape edges. 

Key Skills – Children will learn to: 
• Notice and describe similarities and 
differences in colours and shapes 
found indoors and outdoors. 
• Explore how colours mix using 
water, light, and paint, and talk about 
the changes they observe. 

Key Skills – Children will learn to: 
Create decorations and artwork 
inspired by colours and shapes  
• Use materials to make prints, 
collages, and rainbow-themed crafts 
• Join in with songs and dances that 
celebrate colour and pattern 
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 • Explore simple patterns using 
coloured shapes, bear figures, and 
natural materials, building early 
sequencing skills. 
• Use mathematical language to 
describe position, quantity, and 
comparison (e.g., “bigger”, “next to”, 
“how many?”). 

• Investigate how shapes fit together 
in puzzles, construction, and natural 
formations. 
• Use mirrors, torches, and light 
boxes to explore reflection, 
transparency, and shadow play. 


