
Gloucester Road Primary School 

Wider Curriculum Long Term Plan 

YEAR 1 
 

Autumn 1 
 

Block 1 – Wonderful Materials (Three Little Pigs)  

Subject 1  Subject 2  

Science  D&T  

National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  
Everyday Materials  

• Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made  

• Identify and name a variety of everyday materials  

• Describe the simple physical properties of materials  

Materials and Design  

• Select from and use a range of tools and materials  

• Build structures and products  

• Evaluate existing products  

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas  
• Pupils become product testers investigating materials used in everyday objects and creating shelters to protect the pigs from the wolf and weather.  

• ClassNotebook can support sorting activities, photographs and investigation notes.  

• Pupils can record comparisons using labelled diagrams.  
 

 

Block 2 – The Gunpowder Plot  

Subject 1  Subject 2  

History  D&T  

National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  
Events Beyond Living Memory  

• Learn about events beyond living memory that are nationally significant  

• Comparing ways of life across periods  

• Use historical vocabulary relating to the passing of time  

• Ask and answer questions about the past  

• Use primary sources such as photographs and artefacts to learn about 
the past  

Structures  

• Design and build structures  

• Explore stability and strength in products  

• Evaluate products against design criteria  
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Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas  
• Pupils become royal advisers helping King James I to improve his security. Design a new watchtower for their castle. It must be tall enough for the 

guards to see a long way, but strong and stable so it doesn't fall down. Which shape makes the best base? What happens if the tower is too tall? 
How can we make it more stable?  

• ClassNotebook can support timelines, labelled diagrams and digital storytelling.  

• Pupils can upload photographs of models and role-play activities.  
 

 

Autumn 2 

 

Block 3 – Marvellous Me!  

Subject 1  Subject 2  

Science  Art  

National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  
Animals Including Humans  

• Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body.  

• Identify and name the five senses.  

• Identify and name a variety of common animals.  

Self Portraits (Drawing)  

• Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop ideas  

• Develop a wide range of art and design techniques  

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas  
• Pupils become health advisers helping younger children learn about healthy living, including making ‘Healthy Me’ portraits.  
• ClassNotebook can be used to upload labelled drawings, photographs and voice recordings about the body.  

 

 

Block 4 – Brilliant Buildings  

Subject 1  Subject 2  

D&T  Geography  

National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  
Structures  Local Area  

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills  
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• Evaluate existing products and designs (including looking at the following 
key engineers and designers:  Antoni Gaudí and Gustave Eiffel)  

• Design purposeful, functional and appealing products  

• Generate, develop and communicate ideas through drawings and 
models  

• Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives  

• Use simple compass directions and locational language  

• Use simple symbols in a key  

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas  
• Pupils become architects designing landmark towers for our local community.  

• ClassNotebook can be used to store design sketches, photographs and evaluations.  

• Pupils can record explanations of their structures using audio and video.  
 

 

Spring 1 
 

Block 5 – Seasonal Explorers  

Subject 1  Subject 2  

Science  Geography  

National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  
Seasonal Changes  

• Observe changes across the four seasons  

• Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons  

• Observe changes in day length  

Weather and Seasons  

• Observe and describe seasonal and daily weather patterns  

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills  

• Use simple maps and photographs to recognise features  

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas  
• Pupils become weather reporters and outdoor explorers documenting seasonal change.  

• ClassNotebook can support seasonal journals, photographs, weather maps, voice notes and videos of weather reports.  

• Pupils can upload observations collected during outdoor learning.  
 

 

Block 6 – Famous Nurses  

Subject 1  Subject 2  

History  PSHE  
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National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  
Significant Individuals  

• Learn about the lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements  

• Comparing ways of life across periods  
• Ask and answer questions using stories and primary and secondary 

sources  
• Understand some ways in which we find out about the past  

Caring and Responsibility  
• Recognise responsibilities within communities  
• Understand caring relationships  
• Develop confidence and responsibility  

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas  
• Pupils become museum curators exploring the lives of significant nurses (Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole, Edith Cavell).  
• ClassNotebook can support timelines, biographies and source collections.  
• Pupils can upload role-play and reflective learning activities.  

 

 

Spring 2 

 

Block 7 – Amazing Animals (The Enchanted Woods)  

Subject 1  Subject 2  

Science  Art  

National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  
Animals  

• Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals  

• Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores  

• Describe and compare the structure of common animals  

Animal Art (Painting)  
• Use drawing and painting to develop ideas and experiences  
• Develop techniques in colour, pattern and texture  
• Learn about artists and illustrators (Eric Carle).  
• Evaluate and analyse creative works using artistic vocabulary  

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas  
• Pupils become wildlife experts creating guides to local animals.  
• ClassNotebook can support classification charts, labelled drawings and recordings.  
• Pupils can upload photographs from nature walks and fieldwork.  
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Block 8– Ready, Steady, Cook!  

Subject 1  Subject 2  

D&T  Science  

National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  
Food Preparation  

• Use the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet  
• Prepare dishes safely and hygienically  
• Evaluate products and ideas  

Animals Including Humans  
• Identify, name and classify foods  
• Recognise the importance of healthy choices  
• Observe patterns and changes (breaktime snacks chosen at the 

beginning and end of the block)  

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas  
• Pupils become chefs preparing healthy fruit snacks for breaktime.  
• ClassNotebook can contain recipes, photographs and evaluations.  
• Pupils can record instructions and reflections digitally.  

 

 

Summer 1 

 

Block 9 – Toys Through Time  

Subject 1  Subject 2  

History  D&T  

National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  
Changes Within Living Memory  

• Learn about changes within living memory  
• Comparing ways of life across periods  
• Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time  
• Ask and answer questions using artefacts and sources  

Mechanisms (Sliders)  
• Explore and use mechanisms in products  
• Build structures and models  
• Evaluate products against design criteria  

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas  
• Pupils become toy museum curators comparing toys from different periods and making ‘peekaboo’ toys using sliders.  
• ClassNotebook can support timelines, photographs and pupil interviews.  
• Pupils can record oral histories and reflections digitally.  
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Block 10 – Super Plants  

Subject 1  Subject 2  

Science  Geography  

National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  
Plants  

• Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants  
• Identify and describe the basic structure of common flowering plants 

and trees  
• Observe and describe growth and change  

Local Environment  
• Use observational skills to study the local environment  
• Use simple fieldwork and recording techniques  
• Recognise physical features in the local area  

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas  
• Pupils become gardeners and botanists caring for plants around school.  
• ClassNotebook can store plant diaries, labelled diagrams and photographs.  
• Pupils can record growth observations over time.  

 

 

Summer 2 

   

Block 11 – Pirates and Seas  

Subject 1  Subject 2    

Geography  Art  Computing  

National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  
Maps and Oceans  

• Name and locate the capital cities, countries and 
surrounding seas of the UK.  

• Name and locate the world’s oceans and 
continents  

• Use simple compass directions and locational 
language  

• Use maps and globes to identify places  

Seascape Collage  
• Use a range of materials creatively  
• Develop techniques in colour, texture and 

pattern  
• Share ideas and experiences through 

artwork  

Algorithms and Beebots (plotting a course on a 
map)  

• Understanding what algorithms are as 
representations  

• Predict outcomes  
• Creating and debugging programs with 

logical reasoning  
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• Learn about the work of artists and 
designers (Katsushika Hokusai, J.M.W 
Turner)  

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using 
artistic vocabulary  

• Online safety: Keeping personal information 
private; asking a trusted adult for help  

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas  
• The class becomes a team of Ocean Explorers and Map-Making Artists, commissioned to create a world ocean exhibition for a marine discovery centre. 

Pupils use maps, globes and simple algorithms to navigate oceans and continents, program Beebots to plot explorer routes, and create seascape 
artwork inspired by artists such as Hokusai and Turner, using colour, texture and pattern to share their discoveries.  

• ClassNotebook can support treasure maps, route plans and multimedia storytelling.  
• Pupils can upload drawings and recordings from role-play activities.  

 

 

Block 12 – Journeys Around the World  

Subject 1  Subject 2  

Geography  Art  

National curriculum statements  National curriculum statements  
World Study  

• Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  
• Understand geographical similarities and differences  
• Use maps, globes and atlases to identify countries and features  

Cultural Crafts (Sculpture)  
• Use a range of materials creatively  
• Develop techniques in pattern and texture  
• Learn about artists and traditions from different cultures (Yayoi 

Kusama, El Anatsui)  
• Evaluate and analyse creative works using artistic vocabulary   

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas  
• Children receive a commission to become an expert team of international geographers and cultural artists, tasked with travelling the world to map 

continents and oceans, investigate different countries and cultures, and create sculptures inspired by artists from around the globe to present in a 
world exhibition.  

• ClassNotebook can be used to help children access maps, videos, artist research, interactive tasks and reflection activities, allowing them to record their 
geographical findings and develop and evaluate their sculpture designs.  
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YEAR 2 

Autumn 1 

 

Block 1 – Habitats Around Us 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

Science Geography 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Living Things and their Habitats 

• Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, 
and things that have never been alive 

• Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited 

• Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats 

Local Environment 

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 
their school and its grounds 

• Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks 
and basic human and physical features 

• Use simple compass directions and locational language 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• Pupils become wildlife researchers studying local habitats. Create a class ‘Top Trumps’ game for minibeasts found within different microhabitats, with an 

accompanying school habitat map. 

• ClassNotebook can support photographs, classification charts and outdoor observations. 

• Pupils can record findings through drawings, audio and labels. 

Block 2 – The Great Fire of London 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

History Art 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
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Autumn 2 

Events Beyond Living Memory 

• Learn about events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 
globally 

• Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms 

• Ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other 
sources 

• Use primary and secondary sources and artefacts to learn about the past 

London Skylines (Drawing) 

• Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

• Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, 
pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

• Learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers 
(LS Lowry) 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using artistic vocabulary 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• A Mantle of the Expert approach could be framed around pupils becoming a team of museum curators and historical illustrators who have been 

commissioned to create a new exhibition about a significant event from the past. 

• ClassNotebook can support timelines, eyewitness accounts and labelled maps. 

• Pupils can upload role-play videos and digital reports. 

Block 3 – Materials Detectives 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

Science Science 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Uses of Everyday Materials 

• Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials for 
particular uses 

• Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be 
changed 

• Compare the uses of different materials 

Working Scientifically 

• Perform simple comparative tests 

• Use observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 

• Gather and record data to help in answering questions 
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Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• Pupils become investigators testing materials used in everyday products (e.g. waterproof coat designers). 

• ClassNotebook can support sorting activities, photographs and investigation notes. 

• Pupils can record findings through labelled diagrams and voice notes. 

Block 4 – Edward Wilson: Antarctic Explorer 
Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 

Geography History Computing 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements  
Oceans and Continents 

• Name and locate the world’s seven continents 
and five oceans 

• Use simple compass directions and locational 
language to describe routes on a map 

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 
countries and oceans studied 

Explorers 

• Learn about the lives of significant 
individuals in the past 

• Comparing ways of life across periods 

• Ask and answer questions using primary 
and secondary sources and stories 

• Understand some of the ways in which we 
find out about the past 

Scratch Jr 

• Sequences and events (simple animations) 

• Understanding what algorithms are as 
representations 

• Creating and debugging programs with logical 
reasoning 

• Using technology purposefully to create and 
manipulate digital content 

• Online safety: Safe websites; respectful online 
behaviour 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• Children become an Expedition Research Team commissioned by Cheltenham’s Wilson Gallery and Museum to investigate Edward Wilson's Antarctic 

expedition by making their own maps using maps, atlases and globes to explore the world's continents and oceans, researching historical sources to 
answer questions about exploration in the past, and creating ScratchJr animations to communicate their findings through safe and purposeful use of 
technology. 



Gloucester Road Primary School 

Wider Curriculum Long Term Plan 

 

Spring 1 

 

• ClassNotebook can support route maps, travel journals and collaborative research. 

• Pupils can upload presentations and labelled diagrams. 

Block 5 – Coming to England 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

History Geography 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Significant Individuals and Events 

• Significant individuals who have contributed to national life (Floella 
Benjamin as an example of someone who helped shape modern Britain) 

• Events beyond living memory that are nationally significant (Windrush 
Generation and why it mattered) 

• Developing simple historical enquiry skills (asking questions about photographs, 
objects, and stories (e.g. suitcases, arrival photos, interviews) 

Mapping Windrush 

• Understand places and where people live (Locate the Caribbean and the 
UK on simple maps) 

• Understand human geography (people and communities) - Why people 
move and settle in new places (very simple push/pull ideas) 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary (island, sea, journey, home, city, 
country)  

• Use maps, globes, and simple routes (trace the journey from the Caribbean to 
the UK) 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The children are a team of history experts who have been asked by a local museum to create a special exhibition that helps visitors understand the 

journeys, experiences, and contributions of the Windrush Generation, ensuring these important stories are remembered for future generations. 

• Using Microsoft ClassNotebook, children can record photographs, maps, voice notes, labelled drawings, enquiry questions, and short reflections as they 
investigate Floella Benjamin, trace the Windrush journey from the Caribbean to the UK, explore simple historical sources, and collaboratively build a 
digital museum exhibition of their learning. 
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Spring 2 

Block 6 – Paper Plane Pioneers 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

D&T Science 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Design and Innovation 

• Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and 
other users based on design criteria 

• Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, 
drawing, templates, mock-ups and information and communication 
technology. Take inspiration from key inventors and product designers:  
James Dyson. 

• Evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria 

Working Scientifically 

• Perform simple tests 

• Use their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 

• Gather and record data to help in answering questions 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• Pupils become inventors designing products to solve problems, just like James Dyson did where he made over 5000 prototypes for his vacuum machine.  

Dyson didn’t give up when his ideas didn’t work. He kept improving them. Children design and make the best paper plane. 

• ClassNotebook can support sketches, evaluations and design photographs. 

• Pupils can document product improvements digitally. 

Block 7 – Our Local Heroes (Gustav Holst) 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

History Geography 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
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Significant Individuals 

• Learn about the lives of significant individuals in the past 

• Compare aspects of life in different periods 

• Use primary sources such as photographs and artefacts, and stories to learn 
about the past 

Local Area Study 

• Use maps and photographs to recognise landmarks (include the Holst 
Birthplace Museum and Gustav Holst statue) 

• Use locational and directional language 

• Observe features in the local environment 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The Holst Birthplace Museum is creating a new exhibition for young visitors. The museum needs a team of Junior Curators to investigate Gustav Holst's life 

and create displays, activities and digital exhibits that will help children learn about him.  Include what was Cheltenham like when he was a child? What 
objects would visitors see in the museum? 

• ClassNotebook can be used for museum audio guides, virtual tours of the museum (include Gustav Holst’s statue in Imperial Gardens). 

• Pupils can organise research and reflective writing within notebooks. 

Block 8 – Food and Fitness 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

D&T Science 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Cooking and Nutrition 

• Use the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet to prepare dishes 

• Understand where food comes from 

• Select from and use a range of ingredients according to their 
characteristics, understanding where these ingredients come from 

Animals Including Humans 

• Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into 
adults 

• Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including 
humans, for survival 

• Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right 
amounts of different types of food, and hygiene 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
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Summer 1 

 

• Children become expert café owners commissioned to create a healthy community café, using their scientific knowledge to design balanced menus, select 
ingredients based on their characteristics and origins, explain healthy lifestyles and life stages, promote exercise and hygiene, and justify their choices to 
customers. 

• ClassNotebook can support recipe collections, evaluations and photo journals. Pupils can record instructions and reflections digitally. 

Block 9 – Amazing Africa 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

Geography Art 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Contrasting Locality 

• Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom and 
of a contrasting non-European country 

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied 

• Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and 
the location of hot and cold areas of the world 

African Art (Painting) 

• Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

• Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, 
pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

• Learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• Pupils become travel writers and wildlife experts exploring African environments. 

• ClassNotebook can support research pages, maps and photo galleries. 

• Pupils can record collaborative presentations digitally. 
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Summer 2 

Block 10 – Seaside Rescue 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

Geography Science 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Human and Physical Geography 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features 
including beach, cliff and coast 

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills  (by exploring and recording 
features of their local environment through maps, photographs, sketches 
and walks, before comparing their findings with seaside environments 
using images, videos and other geographical sources). 

• Use maps and aerial photographs to recognise landmarks 

Working Scientifically 

• Observe closely using simple equipment 

• Identify and classify 

• Record data and observations 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• Pupils become coastguard teams helping visitors stay safe at the seaside.   

• ClassNotebook can support safety guides, maps and reflective journals. 

• Pupils can upload collaborative presentations and photographs. 

Block 11 – Paddington in Peru 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

Geography Art 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
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World Study 

• Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom and 
a contrasting non-European country 

• Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South Poles 

• Use simple maps, atlases and globes 

Cultural Artwork (Sculpture) 

• Develop techniques in colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 
space 

• Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share ideas 

• Learn about artists, craft makers and designers 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• Children become World Travel and Culture Experts commissioned by the Brown Family to help Paddington Bear create an exhibition comparing Peru and 

the UK by using maps, atlases and globes to explore their human and physical geography and global location (including neighbouring countries, the Andes 
and the Amazon), while researching artists and craft makers and creating drawings, paintings and sculptures that celebrate each country's landscapes, 
wildlife and culture. 

• Using Microsoft ClassNotebook, children can collaboratively collect maps, photographs, research, sketches and artwork, record geographical comparisons 
between Peru and the UK, reflect on their learning, and build a shared digital exhibition that showcases their understanding of world geography and 
cultural art. 

Block 12 – Journeys and Transport 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

History D&T 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Changes Within Living Memory 

• Learn about changes within living memory (linked to transport) 

• Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different 
periods 

• Use historical vocabulary related to time 

• Use primary and secondary sources and artefacts to learn about the past 

Wheels and Axles 

• Explore and use mechanisms such as wheels and axles (taking inspiration 
from key engineers like George Stephenson and Karl Benz) 

• Design purposeful, functional products 

• Evaluate products against design criteria 



Gloucester Road Primary School 

Wider Curriculum Long Term Plan 

 

  

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• Pupils become transport designers and travel planners. 

• ClassNotebook can support design sketches, maps and multimedia explanations. 

• Pupils can document evaluations and collaborative planning digitally. 
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YEAR 3 

Autumn 1 

 

Block 1 – Stone Age Survivors 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

History Geography 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Changes from Stone Age to Iron Age 

• Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 
British history 

• Learn about changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

• Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information 

• Discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed 

Settlements and Land Use 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography and 
human geography 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 

• Use the eight points of a compass and four-figure grid references 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• The class becomes a team of Ancient Settlement Archaeologists, commissioned to investigate how Britain changed from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
and advise a heritage organisation on creating a historically accurate settlement. Pupils use archaeological evidence, maps and geographical skills to 
explore how people lived, why settlements developed in certain locations, and how different interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

• Use Microsoft ClassNotebook for pupils to record research, upload photographs, complete annotated sketches and organise enquiry notes in individual 
pupil sections. 

• Pupils can record learning through audio reflections, collaborative timelines and embedded videos. 

Block 2 – Investigating Natural Disasters 

Subject 1 Subject 2 
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Autumn 2 

Geography Computing 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Volcanoes 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including 
volcanoes 

• Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator and 
hemispheres 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to describe features 
studied 

Presenting Research 

• Select, use and combine a variety of software on a range of digital 
devices 

• Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store and retrieve 
digital content 

• Understanding computer networks, including the Internet 

• Understand how to use search engines, recognising how search 
results are selected and ranked, and evaluating digital content 

• Understand how to use technology safely and respectfully 

• Online safety: Strong passwords; digital footprints; online 
communication 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• The class becomes a team of Volcano Research Scientists and Digital Reporters, commissioned to create a global volcano information centre for explorers 
and communities living near volcanic regions. Pupils investigate volcanoes using maps, globes and digital research, explore how volcanoes are formed 
and where they are located, then use technology safely to create and present digital reports that share their findings with others. 

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used for pupils to store investigation findings, annotate maps and collect evidence from research activities. 

• Shared collaboration spaces in ClassNotebook can support group reports, planning documents and recorded presentations. 

Block 3 – Ancient Egypt 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

History Art 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
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Achievements of Early Civilisations 

• Learn about the achievements of the earliest civilizations 

• Address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause and 
significance 

• Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources 

• Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and significance 

• Discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed 

Printing and Sculpture 

• Improve mastery of art and design techniques, including sculpture 

• Create sketch books to record observations and review ideas 

• Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history 
(Howard Carter sketches) 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using artistic vocabulary 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• Pupils act as historians and curators preparing a travelling exhibition about Ancient Egypt, enabling children to discover the secrets of Ancient Egypt and 
bringing the past to life through art. 

• Microsoft Class Notebook will be used as a digital learning journal where pupils record their learning through writing, photographs, sketches, research, 
artefact annotations, voice notes and reflections, creating a portfolio of their progress across the unit. 

• Pupils can record audio tours and collaborative research notes to accompany artwork. 

Block 4 – Shadow Puppeteers 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 

Science Art D&T 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Scientific Enquiry 

• Set up simple practical enquiries and 
comparative tests 

• Make systematic and careful observations 

• Use results to draw simple conclusions 

Drawing and Tone 

• Improve mastery of drawing techniques including 
shading and tone 

• Create sketch books to record observations and 
review ideas 

• Learn about great artists in history (Kara Walker) 

Shadow Puppets 

• Generate, develop and communicate ideas 
through annotated sketches 

• Select from and use a wider range of tools 
and materials 

• Evaluate products against design criteria 
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Spring 1 

 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using artistic 
vocabulary 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• Pupils work as theatre designers creating shadow performances for younger pupils. 

• ClassNotebook can be used for uploading rehearsal videos, recording evaluations and storing design sketches. 

• Shared notebooks allow collaborative planning and peer feedback. 

Block 5 – Food and Farming 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

Geography D&T 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Land Use 

• Understand how land is used for economic activity including farming 

• Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns 

• Use maps and atlases to describe features studied 

Healthy Eating 

• Understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet 

• Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savory dishes 

• Use research to develop design criteria 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• Children become ‘Earth-to-Table’ experts, exploring how land and weather help food grow, before using our chef skills to create delicious, healthy meals! 

• Pupils can record surveys, upload photographs and maintain digital growing diaries within ClassNotebook. 

• Pupils can create multimedia presentations explaining farming methods and healthy eating. 

Block 6 – Romans in Britain 

Subject 1 Subject 2 
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Spring 2 

History Art 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Roman Britain 

• Learn about the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

• Develop the appropriate use of historical terms 

• Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from sources 

• Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and significance 

• Discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed 

Mosaics 

• Improve mastery of art and design techniques including pattern and 
colour 

• Create sketch books to record ideas 

• Learn about great artists and designers in history (compare Roman 
mosaics with  Antoni Gaudí mosaic techniques) 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using artistic vocabulary 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• Roman Heritage Rescue Team: A hidden Roman villa has been discovered, and you have been chosen as expert archaeologists, historians and mosaic 
artists to uncover its secrets. Use clues from the past to solve historical mysteries, restore beautiful mosaics and create a museum exhibition that reveals 
the story of Roman Britain. 

• Class Notebook will act as each child's digital field journal, where they record evidence, research, historical thinking, sketches, reflections and 
photographs of their work. Pupils can also produce recorded reports from the perspective of Roman citizens or soldiers. 

Block 7 – Climate and Data 
Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 

Geography Science Computing 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Weather and Climate 

• Describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography including climate zones 

• Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns 

Scientific Enquiry 

• Make systematic and careful observations 

• Gather, record and present data 

Data Presentation 

• Collect, analyse and present data using digital 
devices 
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• Use fieldwork to observe and record features 
in the local area 

• Name and locate counties and regions of the 
United Kingdom 

• Use scientific evidence to answer questions • Select and use software to accomplish given 
goals 

• Use technology safely and responsibly 

• Online safety: Strong passwords; digital 
footprints; online communication 

 

Scratch – Interactive Weather Forecast 
Simulations 

• Sequences, repetition (loops) and variables 
within algorithms, debugging 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• The class becomes a team of Weather Forecasters and Climate Scientists, commissioned to create a digital weather service for their local community. 
Pupils investigate local weather patterns through fieldwork and scientific observations, collect and analyse data, then use Scratch and digital tools to 
create interactive weather forecasts that explain climate, seasons and changing conditions. 

• Pupils can use ClassNotebook to record daily weather observations with photos, drawings and measurements; upload observations, maps and 
photographs from the local area; create tables and graphs of temperature and rainfall using digital tools; annotate maps showing UK regions, counties 
and climate zones; record predictions, results and conclusions from weather enquiries; add screenshots of Scratch programs, explain algorithms, and 
reflect on debugging; store videos of weather forecasts, presentations and photographs of practical work. 

Block 8 – Moving Toy Designers 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

Science D&T 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Scientific Enquiry 

• Ask relevant questions and carry out comparative tests 

• Record findings using simple scientific language 

• Use straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions 

Moving Toys (Cams) 

• Use mechanical systems in products (taking inspiration from key 
inventors: Arthur Ganson) 

• Generate and communicate design ideas 
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• Evaluate products and consider improvements 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• Pupils act as toy designers working for a children’s design company. 

• ClassNotebook can be used to store prototypes, design sketches, photographs and evaluation feedback. 

• Pupils can upload videos demonstrating moving products and collaborative planning pages. 

Block 9 – Rainforests 
Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 

Geography Science Art 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Biomes and Vegetation Belts 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography including climate zones and biomes 

• Compare geographical similarities and 
differences to a region of the UK through study 
of a region of South America 

• Use maps and atlases to locate countries and 
describe features studied 

• Describe the distribution of natural resources. 

Scientific Enquiry 

• Gather, record and classify data 

• Use results to draw simple conclusions 

• Report on findings from enquiries 

Tropical Art (Painting) 

• Improve mastery of painting and drawing 
techniques 

• Create sketch books to develop ideas 

• Learn about great artists in history (Henri 
Rousseau) 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using 
artistic vocabulary 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• Pupils work as conservation teams protecting rainforest habitats, creating a ‘Save the Rainforest’ exhibition. Children will use maps and atlases to locate 
South American countries and identify the Amazon Basin, Andes Mountains and Atacama Desert. Children will also study plants and animals, explore 
natural resources, and share findings. They will also become rainforest artists, inspired by Henri Rousseau, creating jungle artwork for the exhibition. 

• Pupils can record species research, maintain digital sketchbooks and organise campaign materials in ClassNotebook. 
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• Pupils can collaborate on environmental awareness presentations (audio or videoed). 

Block 10 – Rivers and Landscapes 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

Geography Art 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Rivers 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including rivers 

• Use fieldwork to observe and record geographical features 

• Use maps, atlases and digital mapping 

• Locate the countries and major cities, counties and regions of the United 
Kingdom using atlases and digital maps, and identify how rivers and 
landscapes influence where settlements develop. 

Landscapes (Painting) 

• Improve mastery of drawing and painting techniques 

• Create sketch books to review and revisit ideas 

• Learn about great landscape artists (John Constable) 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using artistic vocabulary 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• The class becomes a team of River Explorers and Landscape Artists, commissioned to create a gallery exhibition showing how rivers shape the landscapes 
and communities of the UK. Pupils use fieldwork, maps and digital mapping to investigate and name UK rivers and settlements, then develop sketchbooks 
and painting techniques inspired by artists such as John Constable to create artwork that captures the relationship between rivers and the natural 
environment. 

• Fieldwork could be in the form of: investigating local water features such as the River Chelt; mapping water movement around the school or local area 
using simple maps and digital mapping, identifying slopes, pathways and places where water flows; carrying out a rainfall investigation by measuring 
rainfall over time using rain gauges and recording weather patterns.  Children can then compare their local findings with major UK rivers such as the 
Severn using atlases and digital maps, explaining how rivers shape landscapes and influence where settlements develop. 

• ClassNotebook can support learning by enabling pupils to explore and create maps using digital tools, locate UK countries, cities, counties and regions, 
and record geographical features through fieldwork. Pupils can annotate photographs of river landscapes, develop ideas in a digital sketchbook, and 
capture artwork inspired by the river environment. They can also work collaboratively to create reports and presentations, sharing their geographical 
discoveries and creative responses. 
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Block 11 – Heroes and Legends 

Subject 1 Subject 2 
Geography Art 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Significant Individuals 

• Learn about significant individuals in the past who contributed to national 
and international achievements 

• Develop chronologically secure knowledge 

• Address historically valid questions 

Illustration 

• Improve mastery of drawing techniques 

• Create sketch books to record observations 

• Learn about illustrators and designers in history 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• Pupils become authors, illustrators and historians creating collections of real life legends – in the style of the ‘Little People, Big Dreams’ book series. 
Children could choose their own hero to research. 

• ClassNotebook can be used for drafting stories, recording storytelling performances and sharing peer feedback. 

• Pupils can build collaborative digital anthologies with artwork and research notes. 

Block 12 – Celebrating Our Community 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

PSHE Art 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Relationships and Belonging 

• Recognise respectful relationships 

Craft traditions 

• Improve mastery of art and design techniques 
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• Understand belonging within communities 

• Develop strategies for positive participation 

• Learn about artists and craft makers in history 

• Use sketch books to develop ideas 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• The class becomes a team of Community Craft Curators, commissioned to create a cultural craft exhibition celebrating the traditions and stories that 
bring communities together. Pupils explore the work of artists and craft makers from different times and places, develop their own ideas through 
sketchbooks, and create artwork that represents belonging, respect and positive participation within communities. This could be linked with the graffiti 
and street art produced each year as part of the Cheltenham Paint Festival. 

• ClassNotebook can be used to organise planning documents, reflective journals and collaborative research. 

• Pupils can upload photographs, evaluations and digital artwork to record learning. 
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Block 1 – Ancient Greece 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

History Art 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Ancient Greece 

• Learn about Ancient Greek life and achievements and their influence on 
the western world 

• Address and devise historically valid questions 

• Construct informed responses using relevant historical information 

• Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and significance 

• Discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the 
past have been constructed 

Greek Art and Architecture (Sculpture) 

• Improve mastery of sculpture and drawing 

• Learn about great architects and designers in history (Phidias) 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using artistic vocabulary 

• Create sketch books to develop ideas 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• Pupils become museum experts preparing an exhibition on Ancient Greek achievements. 

• ClassNotebook can support collaborative research, digital galleries and annotated source analysis. 

• Pupils can record presentations and reflective evaluations within their notebooks. 

Block 2 – Digital Media Investigations 

Subject 1 Subject 2 
Computing Science 
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National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Audio Recording 

• Select and use software to create digital content 

• Combine a variety of software to accomplish goals 

• Use technology safely and respectfully 

• Online safety: Copyright; privacy settings; recognising trustworthy 
information 

Scientific Enquiry 

• Identify differences, similarities or changes related to scientific ideas 

• Gather and record data to help answer questions 

• Use results to draw simple conclusions 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• Children become science investigators and audio technicians, creating a science podcast for younger children. As part of the podcast, children carry out 
simple scientific enquiries by gathering and recording data, identifying similarities, differences and changes, and drawing evidence-based conclusions. 
They use a range of digital tools to write scripts, record and edit audio, and combine different software to produce a final podcast. 

• ClassNotebook can be used for scripts, investigation notes and embedded recordings. 

Block 3 – Invaders and Settlers 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 

History Geography Art 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 

• Learn about Britain’s settlement by Anglo-
Saxons and the Viking struggle for the 
Kingdom of England (up to Edward the 
Confessor). 

• Develop chronologically secure knowledge of 
British history 

Migration and Settlement 

• Describe and understand human geography 
including types of settlement and land use 

• Use maps and atlases to locate features studied 

• Use four-figure grid references and map symbols 

• Compare a UK region with a European region 

 

Pattern and Weaving (Textiles) 

• Improve mastery of art and design 
techniques including textiles 

• Create sketch books to review and revisit 
ideas 
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• Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from sources 

• Understand historical concepts such as 
continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and 
significance 

• Discern how and why contrasting arguments 
and interpretations of the past have been 
constructed 

• Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom and a region within Europe 

 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• The class becomes a team of Anglo-Saxon and Viking Settlement Archaeologists, commissioned to investigate how migration shaped Britain and design a 
museum display celebrating the lives of early settlers. Pupils use historical sources and maps to explore settlements, land use and cultural change, then 
develop textile designs inspired by Anglo-Saxon and Viking patterns, creating woven artefacts that tell the stories of different communities. 

• Children should also compare Gloucestershire with a region of Denmark or Norway – climate; land use; settlement patterns; physical features; use maps, 
photographs, climate graphs and population data. 

• ClassNotebook can be used for collaborative timelines, photographs, videos, audio reflections, annotated maps, sketches. 

• Pupils can maintain digital journals from the perspective of settlers and invaders. 

Block 4 – Technology and Innovation 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 
Science D&T Computing 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Scientific Enquiry 

• Set up simple practical enquiries and fair tests 

• Make accurate measurements using scientific 
equipment 

• Record and report findings 

Electrical Systems 

• Understand and use electrical systems in 
products (taking inspiration from key inventors 
and engineers: Thomas Edison and Nikola Tesla) 

• Generate and communicate design ideas 

Systems and Safety 

• Use technology safely, respectfully and 
responsibly 

• Select and use software on a range of digital 
devices 



Gloucester Road Primary School 

Wider Curriculum Long Term Plan 

 

Spring 1 

• Evaluate products against design criteria • Understand computer networks including 
the Internet and the World Wide Web 

• Understand how to use search engines, 
recognising how search results are selected and 
ranked, and evaluating digital content 

• Online safety: Copyright; privacy settings; 
recognising trustworthy information 

 

Scratch (Interactive Quizzes / Games / 
Simulations) 

• Selection (if), repetition, variables and 
decomposition within algorithms 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• Pupils work as a team of experts to design, build and test interactive educational products that teach younger children about electricity. This could look 
like: Interactive Quiz Board – A circuit-powered board where the correct answer lights up or buzzes when selected. Interactive Scratch Quiz or Game – A 
digital quiz or game about electricity, programmed using variables, selection and repetition, which complements a physical electrical product. 

• ClassNotebook can store investigation records, design sketches and prototype evaluations. Pupils can upload photographs and videos to document 
product development. 

Block 5 – Blue Planet 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

Geography Science 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Oceans 

• Name and locate seas and oceans 

Scientific Enquiry 

• Gather, record, classify and present data 
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• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography 

• Understand geographical similarities and differences 

• Record findings using simple scientific language 

• Report on findings from enquiries 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• The class becomes a team of Ocean Conservation Scientists, commissioned to investigate the world’s oceans and create an awareness campaign to 
protect marine environments. Pupils  locate and name oceans and seas, explore key physical geography features, and compare different ocean 
environments. They will explore oceans through maps, images, data, videos and practical investigations, gathering, recording, classifying and presenting 
evidence. Pupils will use scientific methods to compare ocean environments, understand physical geography features and create reports and 
recommendations based on their findings. 

• ClassNotebook can be used to keep ocean maps, research notes, scientific observations, data tables, charts and enquiry reports. They can upload 
photographs, annotate images, organise findings and reflect on their discoveries. 

Block 6 – Healthy Living 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

Science D&T 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Scientific Enquiry 

• Ask relevant questions and use scientific enquiries to answer them 

• Record findings using tables and charts 

• Use results to draw simple conclusions 

Healthy Snacks 

• Understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet 

• Prepare and cook predominantly savoury dishes 

• Evaluate ideas and products 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• Children become food scientists and snack designers working for the “Healthy Snack Lab”. They investigate what makes a healthy snack by asking 
questions, carrying out scientific enquiries, recording results in tables and charts, and drawing conclusions. Pupils use their findings to design, prepare 
and cook a healthy savoury snack, applying their understanding of nutrition, and evaluate their ideas and final products through feedback and reflection. 

• ClassNotebook can contain surveys, health campaigns and reflective journals. Pupils can record evaluations and share multimedia evidence of learning. 
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Block 7 – The History of Cheltenham 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

History Geography 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Historic Cheltenham 

• Local history (Cheltenham before the spa discovery, Discovery of the 
mineral springs, Regency Cheltenham, Growth of tourism, Victorian 
expansion, Modern Cheltenham) 

• Develop a chronologically secure knowledge of British, local and world 
history.  

• Establish clear narratives within and across the periods studied. 

• Explore change, continuity, significance, cause and consequence, 
similarity and difference 

Cheltenham – Gateway to the Cotswolds 

• Locate Cheltenham within Gloucestershire, England and the UK 

• Identify surrounding counties and major settlements 

• Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 
local area 

• Explain how settlements develop over time 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Historic Cheltenham Heritage Investigators, commissioned to create a visitor guide and exhibition explaining how Cheltenham has changed 

from a small settlement to a modern town and gateway to the Cotswolds. Pupils use historical sources, maps and geographical evidence to explore how key events, 
people and industries shaped the town, identifying continuity, change and the reasons why settlements develop over time. 

• Children can upload photographs or videos of activities, annotate images, create diagrams, record observations, write reflections, and add voice notes explaining their 
thinking. Timelines and maps can also be created within children’s ClassNotebooks. 

Block 8 – Traders and Trade Routes 

Subject 1 Subject 2 
Geography History 
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National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Economic Activity 

• Describe and understand human geography including trade links 

• Use maps and digital mapping 

• Use fieldwork to observe features 

Exploration 

• Learn about significant individuals and events beyond living memory 

• Develop chronological understanding 

• Use historical sources effectively 

• Discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the 
past have been constructed 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• A mysterious ancient map showing the Silk Roads has been discovered. Your team of young explorers has been chosen to investigate the journeys, people, 

and places connected by these routes. You must uncover the stories of the past and create an explorer’s guide to share your discoveries. Children 
investigate how the Silk Roads connected people across Asia, Europe, and Africa from around 200 BCE onwards. They explore how traders travelled, what 
goods were exchanged, and how ideas, inventions, and cultures spread between communities. The guide will include a map of the trade routes, a timeline 
of key events and explorers, evidence from historical sources, explanations of traded goods and cultural exchange. 

• Children can record their investigations through photographs, drawings, maps, voice recordings, and short reflections. They can use audio and video 
recordings to capture group discussions, debates, and expert explanations, while digital ink can be used to annotate maps and historical sources. 

Block 9 – Inventors and Innovators 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

History D&T 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Significant Achievements 

• Learn about significant individuals who contributed to national and 
international achievements 

• Address historically valid questions 

• Construct informed responses 

Produce Design 

• Generate, develop and model ideas (taking inspiration from key 
engineers: Trevor Bayliss) 

• Select from and use a wider range of tools and materials 
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• Discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the 
past have been constructed 

• Understand and apply the principles of strengthening, stiffening and 
reinforcing 

• Evaluate products against design criteria 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• The Global Inventors’ Agency has been asked to create a new exhibition called: “Inventors Who Changed Lives: Past Ideas, Future Solutions”. The agency 
needs experts who can research important inventors and engineers and who can design and model a new invention inspired by great innovators. The 
invention could be for anything that children believe people need to improve lives of people living anywhere in the world. 

• ClassNotebook can record design cycles, testing evidence and evaluation notes. 

• Pupils can create digital portfolios documenting product development. 

Block 10 – Abstract Art Restorers 

Subject 1 Subject 2 
Science Art 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Scientific Enquiry 

• Set up comparative and fair tests 

• Take accurate measurements using standard units 

• Present findings using tables and charts 

Abstract Art 

• Improve mastery of painting techniques 

• Create sketch books to develop ideas 

• Learn about artists in history 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• Children take on the role of art conservators, scientific investigators and exhibition designers. A museum has discovered a collection of lost abstract 
artworks. Before the paintings can go on display, the restoration team must investigate the materials, techniques and methods used by artists. The team 
must carry out scientific tests on paints and surfaces, analyse historical artists’ approaches, and create a new abstract piece inspired by their discoveries. 
Scientific enquiry could be used to compare drying times of different paints, test how well paints cover different surfaces, investigate how textures and 
techniques affect the final appearance of artwork, and explore colour mixing and layering effects. Key Mission Question: How can scientists help us 
understand and restore great works of art? 

• ClassNotebook can store enquiry records, photographs and annotated observations. 
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• Pupils can collaborate on digital reports and presentations. 

Block 11 – Living in Harmony 

Subject 1 Subject 2 
PSHE Art 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Relationships 

• Recognise respectful relationships 

• Understand diversity and inclusion 

• Develop strategies for resolving conflict 

Collaborative Art 

• Improve mastery of art techniques 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works 

• Create sketch books for shared projects 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• The class becomes a team of Community Art Mediators, commissioned to create a collaborative artwork that celebrates diversity, inclusion and positive 
relationships. Pupils explore how artists communicate ideas, develop shared sketchbook designs and combine individual contributions into a final piece 
that represents teamwork, respect and strategies for resolving conflict. 

• ClassNotebook can support reflective journals, collaborative projects and recorded discussions. 

• Pupils can document artwork and evaluate group outcomes digitally. 

Block 12 – Explorers and Adventurers 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

Geography History 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 



Gloucester Road Primary School 

Wider Curriculum Long Term Plan 

 

  

Mapping 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping 

• Use the eight points of a compass and four-figure grid references 

• Use fieldwork to observe and record features 

Explorers 

• Learn about significant individuals and achievements 

• Develop chronological understanding 

• Understand how evidence is used to make historical claims 

• Discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the 
past have been constructed 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 

• The class becomes a team of Explorer Mapping Specialists, commissioned to investigate the journeys and achievements of famous explorers (e.g. 
Christopher Columbus, Roald Amundsen, Mary Kingsley) and create an interactive exploration atlas. Pupils use historical evidence to evaluate explorers’ 
stories, plot routes using maps, compass directions and grid references, and carry out fieldwork to develop the navigation skills needed for future 
expeditions. 

•  ClassNotebook can be used for uploading photographs, creating maps, investigating artifacts typing up/ recording written explanations of their work. 
Pupils can upload annotated maps showing compass directions, four-figure grid references and explorer routes, record voice notes explaining their 
geographical thinking, and create evidence files where they analyse diary extracts, photographs and historical sources. The final museum exhibition work 
can also be documented through videos, presentations and reflections. 
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Block 1 – Properties and Changes 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

Science D&T 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Scientific Enquiry 

• Plan different types of scientific enquiries 

• Take repeat readings where appropriate 

• Use results to identify scientific evidence that supports conclusions 

Materials Testing 

• Select from and use a wider range of materials and components 

• Investigate and analyse products 

• Evaluate ideas and products against criteria 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Product Testing Scientists, commissioned by a design company to investigate and improve everyday products before they are 

released to the public. Through planned scientific enquiries, pupils test different materials, take repeat measurements, analyse their findings using 
scientific evidence, and design, build and evaluate a product that meets an agreed set of success criteria. A protective packaging challenge is particularly 
effective (e.g. protecting eggs / lightbulbs). Pupils analyse existing packaging, plan fair tests on different materials (e.g. cardboard, bubble wrap, paper, 
fabric, foam), take repeat readings, use evidence to justify their conclusions, then design, build and evaluate their own packaging against agreed success 
criteria. 

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload photos of product investigations, material tests, prototypes 
and finished designs, alongside tables, graphs and annotated diagrams showing their results. They can record voice reflections explaining how scientific 
evidence informed their design decisions, evaluate their products against the success criteria and create a digital record of practical learning and oracy 
throughout the unit. 
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Block 2 – Crime and Punishment 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

History Art 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Crime and Punishment 

• Develop chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British 
history 

• Address historically valid questions 

• Construct informed responses using relevant historical information 

• Discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed 

• Devise historically valid questions  

• Understand different sources and recognise bias 

Posters and Propaganda (Drawing) 

• Improve mastery of drawing and design techniques 

• Learn about artists and designers in history (Shepard Fairey) 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using artistic vocabulary 

• Create sketch books to develop ideas 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Historical Investigators and Campaign Designers, commissioned to create a museum exhibition exploring how crime and 

punishment have changed throughout British history. Using historical sources to investigate different interpretations and recognise bias, pupils develop 
informed conclusions before designing powerful posters inspired by historical propaganda and the work of Shepard Fairey to communicate key messages 
from their exhibition. 

• Throughout the unit, pupils could investigate questions such as: How has the purpose of punishment changed over time? Were punishments always fair? 
Why did punishments become less public and more focused on rehabilitation? Can we trust every historical source about crime and punishment?  

• The art element fits naturally by studying how images influence opinions. Pupils could: Analyse historical "Wanted" posters, public notices and 
propaganda to understand how visual communication has been used to shape public behaviour. Design a modern campaign poster promoting ideas such 
as justice, fairness, rehabilitation or community responsibility, using techniques inspired by Fairey while evaluating the effectiveness of their artwork using 
artistic vocabulary. 

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload photos of historical sources, sketchbook pages, drawing 
techniques and finished posters, alongside voice recordings explaining their historical interpretations and artistic choices. They can annotate evidence, 
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compare different viewpoints, evaluate their artwork using artistic vocabulary, and create a digital record of practical learning and oracy throughout the 
unit. 

Block 3 – Mountains and Adventures 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

Geography D&T 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Mountains 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including 
mountains 

• Use maps, atlases and digital mapping (including Ordnance Survey Maps) 

• Name and locate counties and regions of the United Kingdom 

• Use fieldwork to observe and record geographical features 

• Use 6-figure grid references. 

Outdoor Design 

• Generate, develop and communicate design ideas 

• Select from and use a range of tools and materials 

• Understand and apply the principles of strengthening, stiffening and 
reinforcing 

• Evaluate products against design criteria 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Mountain Rescue and Outdoor Design Specialists, commissioned to design equipment and facilities to support explorers in 

challenging mountain environments. Using maps, Ordnance Survey skills and fieldwork, pupils investigate UK mountain landscapes (comparing the 
elevation, climate, tourism and wildlife of Snowdonia/Eryri with the Rocky Mountains in Canada/USA), use grid references to navigate, and apply their 
understanding of structures and materials to design, build and evaluate solutions that help people safely explore mountainous areas. Children should 
design and build a strong, weather-resistant shelter in the Gloucester Road Woodland using materials that are strengthened, stiffened and reinforced. 

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload photos of fieldwork, OS map activities, design sketches, 
prototypes and finished structures, alongside annotated diagrams explaining their design choices. They can record voice reflections about how they used 
strengthening and reinforcing techniques, evaluate their products against success criteria, and document how geographical evidence influenced their 
designs, creating a digital record of practical learning and oracy throughout the unit. 
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Block 4 – Victorians and Industry 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

History D&T 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Industrial Britain 

• Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British 
history 

• Note connections, contrasts and trends over time 

• Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from sources 

• Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and significance 

• Discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed 

• Devise historically valid questions  

• Understand different sources and recognise bias 

Design and Innovation 

• Apply understanding of structures and mechanisms 

• Understand and apply the principles of strengthening, stiffening and 
reinforcing 

• Generate innovative design ideas 

• Evaluate products and consider the views of intended users 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Industrial Design Engineers and Historians, commissioned to create an interactive exhibition exploring how the Industrial 

Revolution transformed Britain. Using historical sources to investigate change over time and recognise different interpretations, pupils design, build and 
evaluate innovative structures or mechanisms inspired by Victorian engineering, ensuring they are strong, stable and fit for purpose (e.g. Brunel’s Clifton 
Suspension Bridge / truss bridges). 

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload photos of historical sources, design sketches, prototypes, 
construction stages and finished products, alongside voice recordings explaining their design decisions and historical findings. They can evaluate how their 
structures were strengthened, compare evidence from different historical sources, reflect on improvements and create a digital record of practical 
learning and oracy throughout the unit. 
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Block 5 – Space Explorers 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 
Science Geography Art 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements  
Scientific Knowledge linked to Earth and Space 
(through use of Century) 

 

Scientific Enquiry 

• Plan different types of scientific enquiries to 
answer questions 

• Record data and results using scientific 
diagrams and labels 

• Report and present findings from enquiries 

Earth and Space Exploration 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to 
describe features studied 

• Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude and hemispheres 

 

Space Inspired Media (Painting) 

• Improve mastery of art and design 
techniques 

• Create sketch books to review and revisit 
ideas 

• Learn about great artists and designers in 
history 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Space Exploration Scientists and Mission Designers, commissioned to create an exhibition for a future space mission. Using 

scientific enquiries, digital mapping and astronomy knowledge, pupils investigate Earth’s place in space, explore latitude, longitude and hemispheres, and 
communicate their discoveries through scientific reports and space-inspired artwork developed through sketchbooks and painting techniques. 

• Scientific enquiry could include: Does the angle of sunlight affect temperature?  How does the Earth’s rotation create day and night?  How does the size 
and shape of a crater change when a meteorite lands? (Children drop different-sized objects into flour/sand to model impact craters, repeating tests and 
measuring crater size to identify patterns).  Which material would best protect a spacecraft? (Children test insulating materials by creating mini 
"spacecraft capsules" and measuring how well they protect an object from temperature changes). 

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload space investigations, scientific diagrams, labelled models, 
research notes and digital mapping activities, alongside photographs of practical tasks and artwork development. They can record voice explanations of 
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their findings, annotate paintings and sketches, present enquiry results using tables and graphs, and reflect on how scientific knowledge inspired their 
creative designs, creating a digital record of scientific, geographical and artistic learning throughout the unit. 

Block 6 – Earth in Crisis 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

Geography PSHE 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Environmental Issues 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical and human geography 

• Understand how human activity affects environments 

• Use maps and digital mapping to describe features studied 

Global Citizenship 

• Understand responsibilities within communities 

• Recognise the importance of respect and active participation 

• Develop strategies for positive contributions 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Environmental Action Consultants, commissioned to investigate how human activity is affecting local and global 

environments and recommend solutions for a more sustainable future. Using maps, digital mapping and geographical evidence, pupils explore 
environmental issues, develop strategies for positive change, and present an action plan that encourages communities to take responsibility for protecting 
the environment. 

• A specific focus could be: Plastic pollution – How plastic enters rivers and oceans, its impact on wildlife, and how communities can reduce waste; 
Deforestation – Why forests are cleared, the effects on habitats, climate and indigenous communities, and sustainable alternatives; Climate change – How 
human activities contribute to global warming and its effects on weather, sea levels and ecosystems; Food waste – The environmental impact of wasting 
food and how individuals and communities can reduce it; Fast fashion – How clothing production affects the environment and how consumers can make 
more sustainable choices; Renewable energy – Comparing renewable and non-renewable energy sources and their environmental impacts. 

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload photos of environmental surveys, fieldwork, maps, 
annotated observations and campaign materials, alongside voice recordings explaining their findings and proposed solutions. They can document 
research, reflect on how human activity affects the environment, evaluate the impact of their action plans, and create a digital record of practical learning 
and oracy throughout the unit. 
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Block 7 – Forces in Action 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

Science D&T 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Scientific Enquiry 

• Plan comparative and fair tests 

• Take measurements using a range of scientific equipment 

• Use test results to make predictions and identify patterns 

Mechanisms (Pulleys) 

• Understand and use mechanical systems in products (taking inspiration 
from key engineers: Archimedes) 

• Generate, develop and communicate ideas through annotated 
sketches 

• Evaluate products against design criteria 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• Pupils become product engineers designing moving mechanisms. 

• ClassNotebook can document investigations, prototype testing and evaluations. 

• Pupils can upload videos and photographs to evidence product development. 

Block 8 – Ancient Maya 

Subject 1 Subject 2 
History Art 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Ancient Maya Civilisation 

• Learn about a non-European society that provides contrasts with British 
history 

Printing and Pattern (Drawing and Print Making) 

• Improve mastery of art and design techniques including printing 
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• Develop chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 

• Address historically valid questions about change and significance 

• Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and significance 

• Discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed 

• Devise historically valid questions  

• Understand different sources and recognise bias 

• Create sketch books to develop and review ideas 

• Learn about great artists and designers in history 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• Children become Maya Heritage Investigators, researching the Ancient Maya to create a museum exhibition that explains their achievements, explores 

how the civilisation changed over time, and compares it with Britain during the same period. Using historical evidence and recognising different 
interpretations, pupils also develop sketchbooks and create Maya-inspired prints and patterns to showcase in the exhibition. 

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload photos of artefacts, sketches, printing techniques and 
finished artwork, alongside voice recordings explaining their historical thinking and artistic choices. They can organise research, answer enquiry questions, 
annotate historical sources and reflect on their learning. 

Block 9 – Living Things 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

Science Geography 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Scientific Enquiry 

• Gather, record and present data using scientific language 

• Report and present findings from enquiries 

• Use evidence to support conclusions 

Ecosystems 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including 
biomes and vegetation belts 

• Use fieldwork to observe and record features 
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• Use maps and atlases to locate features studied 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Ecosystem Research Scientists, commissioned to investigate habitats around the world and advise conservation organisations 

on how to protect vulnerable environments. Using fieldwork, maps and scientific enquiries, pupils collect and analyse data about ecosystems, biomes and 
vegetation belts, presenting their findings and using evidence to explain how different environments support life. 

• Fieldwork can focus on local habitats and ecosystems, allowing pupils to become scientists investigating how environments support living things before 
comparing their findings with global biomes. Children could survey the school grounds or local area to identify habitats such as woodland, grassland, 
hedgerows, ponds or urban spaces; measure biodiversity by carrying out quadrat surveys, counting plant species, mini-beasts or signs of animal life; 
record environmental factors such as light levels, temperature, soil moisture or ground cover and investigate how these affect habitats; create habitat 
maps using digital mapping tools to record where different ecosystems are found locally; compare local ecosystems with global biomes such as 
rainforests, deserts and tundra, using maps and atlases to identify locations and explain differences. Scientific enquiries could include questions such as: 
Does the amount of sunlight affect the number of plants found in an area? Which area of the school grounds has the greatest biodiversity? Children can 
then use their collected evidence to make conclusions about how ecosystems work and suggest ways to protect biodiversity locally and globally. 

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload photos of habitat surveys, fieldwork observations, maps 
and data collection activities, alongside tables, graphs and annotated diagrams of ecosystems. They can record voice explanations of their findings, 
compare local habitats with global biomes, use evidence to support conclusions, and reflect on how environments can be protected, creating a digital 
record of scientific enquiry and geographical learning throughout the unit. 

Block 10 – Identity and Culture 

Subject 1 Subject 2 
PSHE Art 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Identity and Belonging 

• Recognise respectful relationships 

• Understand diversity and inclusion 

Cultural Expression (Sculpture) 

• Improve mastery of art and design techniques 

• Learn about great artists and designers in history (Barbara Hepworth, 
Henry Moore, Lubaina Himid, Yinka Shonibare) 
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• Develop confidence and responsibility • Evaluate and analyse creative works using artistic vocabulary 

• Create sketch books to develop ideas 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Community Culture Curators, commissioned to create a sculpture exhibition celebrating identity, diversity and belonging. 

Children explore the work of influential artists and designers, develop sketchbooks to experiment with ideas and techniques, and create their own 
sculptures that represent different experiences, cultures and communities while promoting respect and inclusion 

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload photos of their sketchbook development, sculpting 
techniques, creative processes and finished artworks, alongside annotations explaining their inspiration and artistic choices. They can record voice 
reflections using artistic vocabulary, evaluate their sculptures against success criteria, and respond to peer feedback, creating a digital record of creativity, 
collaboration and oracy throughout the unit. 

Block 11 – Rivers, Coasts and Change 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

Geography Science 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Physical Geography 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including rivers 
and coasts 

• Describe and understand the water cycle 

• Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record features 

• Use maps, atlases and digital mapping 

Scientific Enquiry 

• Record data using tables, graphs and scientific diagrams 

• Report and present findings from enquiries 

• Use evidence to support conclusions 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
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• The class becomes a team of Coastal Research Scientists, commissioned to investigate how coastal landscapes are shaped by water, weather and natural 
processes. Using fieldwork, maps and scientific enquiries, pupils explore coastal features, investigate erosion and the water cycle, collect and analyse data, 
and present evidence-based recommendations to help protect vulnerable coastlines. 

• Scientific enquiry could take the form of one of the following: How does wave strength affect erosion? Pupils create a model coastline using sand, soil or 
clay in trays and use water to simulate waves. They can measure how much material is moved after different numbers of waves and record results in 
tables and graphs. Which coastal defence is most effective? Pupils design and test model sea defences such as sea walls, groynes and rock barriers using 
different materials. They measure how much erosion occurs and use evidence to decide which design works best. How does the type of rock affect 
erosion? Pupils test different materials (e.g. chalk, clay, sandstone or sugar cubes as a model) by exposing them to water movement and measuring 
changes over time.  

• Fieldwork opportunities: Measure and map water movement around the school grounds after rainfall; investigate drainage, puddles, slopes and soil 
absorption. 

• Microsoft Class Notebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload photos of fieldwork, maps, scientific diagrams, tables, 
graphs and investigation results, alongside voice recordings explaining their observations, methods and conclusions. They can annotate maps, reflect on 
how evidence supports their findings, and create a digital record of practical enquiries and oracy throughout the unit. 

Block 12 – Enterprise Challenge 
Subject 1 Subject 2 

D&T Computing 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Enterprise and Innovation 

• Generate innovative ideas through research of key product designers: 
Stephanie Kwolek (Kevlar) or Ruth Handler (product design for Mattel) 

• Develop and communicate design ideas 

• Evaluate products and consider the views of intended users 

Multimedia Presentations 

• Select, use and combine software on a range of digital devices 

• Use technology safely and responsibly 

• Collect, analyse and present data and information 

• Online safety: Cyberbullying; scams; misinformation; reporting 
concerns 
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• Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including 
textiles, according to their functional properties and aesthetic qualities 
(sewing) 

 

Micro:bit / Python or Scratch (Step Counters, Electronic Badges, 
Temperature Alarms, Light Sensors) 

• Inputs, outputs, variables, selection, physical computing 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Future Product Innovators, commissioned to design and launch a new technology-based product that solves a real-world 

problem. Inspired by pioneering designers such as Stephanie Kwolek and Ruth Handler, pupils research users’ needs, develop and test innovative ideas 
using textiles and physical computing, then create multimedia presentations to promote their products while considering online safety, responsible 
technology use and the impact of digital information. 

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload research, design sketches, sewing patterns, prototypes, 
code development and photographs of their finished products. They can include videos or voice recordings explaining how their technology works, 
present testing data using charts and tables, evaluate their designs against user needs, and reflect on improvements, creating a digital record of the 
design process, problem-solving and oracy throughout the unit. 
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Block 1 – World War II 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 

History Art D&T 

National curriculum statements National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 
Britain During World War II 

• Develop a chronologically secure knowledge 
and understanding of British history 

• Understand how knowledge of the past is 
constructed from sources 

• Address historically valid questions about 
change and significance 

• Understand historical concepts such as 
continuity and change, cause and consequence, 
similarity, difference and significance 

• Discern how and why contrasting arguments 
and interpretations of the past have been 
constructed 

• Devise historically valid questions  

• Understand different sources and recognise 
bias 

Wartime Propaganda (Drawing) 

• Improve mastery of art and design techniques 

• Learn about artists and designers in history 
(Abram Games) 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using 
artistic vocabulary Create sketch books to 
develop and revisit ideas 

Anderson Shelters 

• Strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more 
complex structures 

 

Air Raid Sirens - Electrical Systems 

• Understand and use electrical systems in 
products (including programmed products like 
buzzers / motors). 

• Generate and communicate innovative ideas 
(taking inspiration from key inventors: Hedy 
Lamarr) 

• Evaluate products against design criteria 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Wartime Museum Curators and Design Engineers, commissioned to create an interactive World War II exhibition that helps 

future generations understand life in Britain during the war. Pupils investigate historical sources and propaganda, explore different interpretations of the 
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past, then design and build wartime-inspired solutions such as reinforced Anderson shelters and electronic air raid warning systems, using the work of 
designers and inventors like Abram Games and Hedy Lamarr as inspiration. 

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload photos of source investigations, sketchbook development, 
propaganda artwork, Anderson shelter models and electrical system prototypes. They can annotate designs, record videos or voice explanations of their 
decisions, present historical findings, evaluate structures and products against criteria, and reflect on how evidence and testing influenced their 
improvements, creating a digital record of historical enquiry, creativity and problem-solving throughout the unit. 

Block 2 – Evolution and Inheritance 

Subject 1 Subject 2 

Science Geography 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Scientific Knowledge linked to Evolution and Inheritance (through use of 
Century) 

 

Scientific Enquiry 

• Plan enquiries to answer scientific questions 

• Record data using scientific diagrams and classifications 

• Use test results to make predictions and support conclusions 

Habitats and Environments 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography 

• Use fieldwork to observe and record features 

• Use maps and atlases to describe locations studied 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Evolution Researchers, commissioned to investigate how living things have changed over time and how inherited 

characteristics help species survive in different environments. Using scientific enquiries, fieldwork and mapping, pupils explore adaptations, classify 
organisms, analyse evidence from investigations and present their findings to explain how evolution and inheritance shape life on Earth. 

• Fieldwork ideas: Habitat adaptation survey: Pupils explore the school grounds or local area to identify plants and animals, recording features that help 
them survive (e.g. leaf shape, camouflage, body coverings, seed structures). Plant adaptation study: Measure and compare plant characteristics (leaf size, 
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height, number of leaves) in different environments and consider how these features may help survival. Digital mapping: Map local habitats and compare 
them with global environments where different adaptations have evolved.  

• Scientific enquiries: Does camouflage help organisms survive? Pupils model predator-prey relationships using coloured paper “moths” or insects placed in 
different habitats and count how many are found. Which beak design is best adapted for different foods? Pupils model bird beaks using different tools (e.g. 
tweezers, spoons, pegs) and test which are most effective at collecting different food types.  

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload photos of fieldwork, habitat surveys, classification activities 
and adaptation investigations, alongside scientific diagrams, tables and recorded results. They can add voice explanations of how characteristics help 
organisms survive, annotate evidence, make predictions from test results, and present conclusions using scientific vocabulary, creating a digital record of 
enquiry, fieldwork and evolutionary understanding throughout the unit. 

Block 3 – Designing Communities of the Future 
Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 

Geography Science D&T 
National curriculum statements National curriculum statements National curriculum statements 

Biomes 

• Describe and understand climate zones and 
biomes 

• Identify the position and significance of latitude 
and longitude 

• Use maps, atlases and digital mapping 

 

Sustainability 

• Describe and understand key aspects of human 
and physical geography 

Scientific Enquiry 

• Take measurements using a range of 
scientific equipment 

• Record data and results using tables and 
graphs 

• Report findings from enquiries 

Eco Design 

• Generate innovative ideas through research of 
key engineers and product designers: Ellen 
MacArthur – Circular Design Principles) 

• Select from and use a wider range of materials 
and components 

• Evaluate products against design criteria 



Gloucester Road Primary School 

Wider Curriculum Long Term Plan 

 

 

• Understand how environments are changing 

• Use maps, atlases and digital mapping 

Mantle of the Expert / Blended Learning Ideas 
• The class becomes a team of Global Sustainability Designers, commissioned to investigate how climate, biomes and human activity are changing 

environments around the world. Using geographical mapping, scientific investigations and data analysis, pupils explore global challenges and apply circular 
design principles inspired by Ellen MacArthur to create, test and evaluate innovative eco-friendly solutions for a more sustainable future. 

• Scientific enquiry ideas: How does surface type affect water absorption? Pupils measure how quickly different surfaces absorb or allow water through, 
linking to flooding, urban environments and climate change. Which materials are most effective at filtering water? Pupils design fair tests using different 
natural and recycled materials to investigate water purification.  

• DT Eco Design ideas: Sustainable shelter design – Create a model eco-home for a specific biome, considering insulation, materials, water collection and 
energy use. Circular product design challenge – Redesign an everyday product (packaging, lunchbox, clothing item) using recyclable or reusable materials, 
inspired by Ellen MacArthur’s circular design principles.  

• Microsoft ClassNotebook can be used to record practical learning by allowing pupils to upload photos of scientific investigations, material testing, design 
sketches, prototypes and finished eco-design products. They can include tables, graphs and annotated diagrams to show test results, record voice 
explanations of their design decisions, evaluate products against sustainability criteria, and reflect on how geographical and scientific evidence influenced 
their solutions, creating a digital record of enquiry, creativity and problem-solving throughout the unit. 


